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The: real estate rcgister5 had b~en inLroduceJ ir1 1776 by· Frederic the Great, firstl)· in rclativrl to noble,n~n 's pr0pe11ies. 1'he nobil-
il)' of Royal Prussia had tl) document tl1eir rights to usufruct the ~states in front of civil servants of the king. their nt>\\: lorc1. Sc,n,e 
()f the1n ,vere eradicated from their properties durir1g those regisrratio11 processes. i11 the case "vhcr~ the)' did nut O\-\' ll docu111cnts 
required or could not secure the t~stin1ony of neighbors. lip to chis da). so111e farnil ies and estates in Kashubia o,vn such <locu-
n1cnts and Il1l)rtgage registers fron1 the ~nd of the I grh century. 

f~arn1steads \.vere not given L11eir entry iI1 tnortgage registers until the en franchisernent protess. T'hey contain interesting materials 
concerning ever>·day lite. lr1 addition. the entries re<.:or(ii11g new O\\·ners rnight also co11tain sale ar1d purcl1ase concra.cts. docu111ents 
of lease and re11t, liabilities and rnortgage debts. a ,.veddi11g contrac t, property inventories, last vvills, a11d S()rnetimes even records 
of the proceed i11gs. C)ne <)f tl1e folk proverbs says. ,;1 f :you w,1nt tc) kn C'>\..V the character of the Kashul1s. have a lo(>k at the recortis of 
proceedings·•. ()ne couJd sa1 to<J. that \-V ithout an analysis <.>f the mortgage and legal docurnents. the i111ag~ (>f history and everyday 
l ife of the Kashubs and flomerania coLtld not be cornplete. ·r·he enfranchisen1er1t in~luded firs tly the regt1lation of property rela-
tions. In roy·al an(i state demesne tl1is follo\ved the 1808 edict. ancJ in private properties tl1e 18 I I la\V, complementeci by the 1816 
govemrt1ent declarati()n. In noblernen's properties, tl1e proprietary· rights were gi\·en original1y only to the richest peasants, \Vho 
owned their own rigs. 

The others were granted rights after the Spring of Nations, which \Vas after rnost of the small holders had been ousted by noble-
n1en and had became sin1ply \-\,Orkers \.Vho did not come uncler the enfranchisement. The regulation of propeny relations \.Vas fol-
lowed b)' an abolition of peasants· obligations tO\vards the 1nanor (corvee. rent. tribute in kind) and noblcmen·s obligations to-
\Vards the village (construction and repair of peasants' buildings, en1ergency assistance in case of cr<>p failure). Since the value of 
peasants' obligations \'r'as higher. they had to buy then1selves out of them. most often through multi-year repayments of a part of 
tt1e up to then farn1ed land. The latter form prevailed in noblemen 's properties tl1roughout entire Pomerania, which caused a 
gro\-vt.h of their areas. Labor and other obligations of peasants and manors for the con1mune and rural institutions, such as. for ~x-
ample schools, \V~re not elirr1inated, bt1t applied tintil the Second World War. 

Separate la\VS and agreements at the end of tt1e I 9lh century regulated the buyout of peasants' and estates· ol1ligations tO\Vards the 
Cht1rch, that is to\-\1ards priests and organists. the so-called tithes or ·'l'v1ass-donations". According to the la\.\·. tithes ,vere due on 
Saint Martin •s day (November I I th), but actually they were Cl1lJected dttring tl1e priest's Christn1as call. Whereas the inhabitants of 
larger villages settlements were required to sub111it a definite amount of rye or oat grain, sometimes also eggs. those who lived in 
ren1 c,ce settlements or single fam1steads far a\vay fi·o1n the church had more diversi fled tithes. For instance. in the parish of Bn1sy·, 
the villagers of Gieldon, beside l)·e and eggs for the priest ancl just rye for the organist. sub111itted yearly 60 silver grosz in cash 
and dinner during tt1e Christmas ca1L as \\>·e ll as 8 units of oats for the priest's horse and 4 units for that of the organist. "rhc agent 
during the bu)·out of chose obl igations was the Retenbank (Pension Bank) of Konigsberg. \.\·hich provided parishes "" .. ith securities, 
from which the priest and organist collected annual interests. Despite that. the remnants of tithes still functi oned for a long time in 
some parishes in Kashubia and Pomerania, even into the second half of the 20th centur)'. 

The chird important issue, \.Vhich forrr1ed a part of the e11franchisen1ent process. i.vas elimination of servitudes (i.e. the peasants· 
rights to use the estates' properties of nobility and rt1yal ones, 111ainly pastLlres. \.Voods and la"es. and inversely. the rights of nobil-
ity to hunt on tt1e peasants· land) as well as the partition of C(>n1111unal properties. The most iinponant servitudes in Kashubia and 
Pomerania were the right to fish for one·s O\\'n needs in the rO)'al lakes and rivers. or sometin1es in privat~ ones. Fish. n1ushrooms 
a11d other of nature's bounty· constituted for the inhabitants trf Po1nerania a very in1portant component of everyday food and main-
t~nancc. r:-or a long tin1e. the Kashubs defended then1sel\-·es against lic.1uidarion c) f those pri ih::ges. but nevertheless this was done 
ul ti111atcly in the second l1alf of the 19th centur)'. They have n<)t accepted this even nov., ancl see this as harm suffered tl't)m the 
f>russians. and n1aintainecl by the Polish state. ·r11erefore. according t() nun1erous opinic)ns, a con1rnon ph(.!no1r1enon was poaching, 
t>ften Jl()t cc)11s idered by· tl1c local con1111LLnit)1 to be theft. 

According t<> the conceptit)n at the ti1r1e. a con1ml1ne was co111p(>sed of a n1an<)r \Vi th grange and village. rr1ost often \.Vith comn1<)n 
()¼·11ership of pastures, sometimes woocls, ponds and srna ll l:1kes. The first tt) be I iquidated Vle r\:! the cornn1on pastures (\vhereas 
p<>nds are ()ften still today a communal property of the village), which \\·ere panitioned according to the la,v exclusively among tl1e 
landc)wners. pr<1portionately to the areas of their farn1steads. 1·hereforc. the richest, manor and rich peasants. \Vere gi,1en the rnosL 
the smallh(>lders rece ived less, and the landless clid not get anyth ing. althougl1 the} \Vere the ones f(Jr " ·ho111 those con1n1unal prtlp-
erti~s had been of most importance. 
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·rhe course of re1Grms in the individual villages was different. 'fhe entire process in the Yistulan Pt)n1erania was directed by· the 
General Con1n1ission in By·dgoszcz (\.vhere interesti ng documents concerning the process l1ave been preserved in the local State 
Archives) wht) n,ade the tinal decisions based on exarnination and agreernents bet\.veen the interested pa11ies, and prepared by trials, 
\.vhich resulted in decades-long regulation of individual cases: some of them even till the beg.i11ning of the 20

1h 
century. For the par-

ties involved, of ,nost significance ,,vas the once and for all separation and allotrnent of land belonging to individual O\.vncrs, 110ble-
men and peasants. 1·hc separation of estates' land from peasants' was called t.he general separation, and that of individual peasants' 
farrnsteads. the special separation. The lat1er was rnore i111portant, as the fom1er hati often taken place earlier. At t11at ti1ne there 
\.Vas a significant increase in the role of land surveyors and geodesists. \\'ho \~Orked hard to n1ark out the j)easants ' a11d n<)blen1en 's 
fields. as well as in villages wt1ere 111inor noble farnilies lived. Every\vhere it \Vas difticu It to Ct)nclude any agreement. rv1any con-
flicts a.nd longtin1e argt1n1ents a.cc.:umulated as a rc:!sult of the individttal separations. Tl,eref,)re it beca1ne a sy·mb<JI ()f 1he enlire 
process of enfranchise111en1. 

Teoclor Kossak-G t6½·cze\.vski i11 his chronicle of history of the villag.e of Kasi.uba and family· from the vici11ities of Elrusy. \.vrote 
about the grandfalher tv1ichat, ¼ho also O\vned the propert)' of f'v1ilacho,.vo and fragn1 ents of Rolbik: 

Jr1 /856. ajier 1F1e se/Jl1raticJ11 C?f. 1/?5<), he! bz,ilt l'l beuz11ijul bzri!fling b_v the lc1ke. a.f'arn1.vurd tzrid c.J large ho11sejor \Vorkers ctnll he-
t7ue(1tl1ecl <.lll tl1is tn his scJn ,>ifc1teus: i11 /,~59. ( .. . ) !\l£'1tez1s: was b,,rn r,11 ,<,'epten1ber l6'11, l c~32 i,z 1-~·er1{fie r1eur Ko.§cierz_vnu. He 
attended scl1o<Jls .lirsl in K (Jscier:;'n£1 a11cl /c1ter .fro,11 We11tjie t<J Le.~no. For St.>vera! _recrrs J1e ~vent c,lsv le.> 1he seco11J1.11:,• sclzc><JI ir, 
C.' f1ojnice. !-fc,vi11,<;J. relitrned h,,,,.,e fr,J1n sc.:h<>(J/s, 1-ie hacl trJ ploiv lt·iJ/1 o.'Ct:n 0,/ietl l1e s<1ill that w/1en tl1e): \.t'ere driving the r;:re11. the 
sun r ose (Jver tl1e .field. He 1vas take11 !<1 the c1r111,1,,·. se1-ved three _i,ears in Geijiil'aid. ,<;1rals11t1d a11li A1nstt!rda,,1 \.Vithu111 a sirzgle 
Je£n

1
e. In (Jreifs..,ral,I ,,t tl1c11 ti111e there }VllS ti<) Cc1th<,lic ( .... hztrch arid in ltle J<JH'111l1er e l11c1s _just 0 11e C'c1tho/ic: /Jriest. u:hr; cel<!hrc.1re,I 

A-1c1sses i11 u rentecl r i;o,11, S(J /1e r eg11/ur~1.: p(1rtic·ipc1ted i 11 the servic.~e.!J· 

'This quotation contains a reference to one of the n1ost serious resu lts of the enfranchisen1ent. the separatio11- the special and archi-
tectonic developr11ent of the village and region. It is main I)· peasants \Vho built new d\.velli11gs and at times located tben1 in the mid· 
die of their grounds, outside vil lages. Hence. the multiplication of single settle111ents characteristic tor Kasl1ubia and Pomerania 
occurred even earlier. Forlorn buildings and plots surrounded the center. the old \tillage, \Vhich i11creased tl1e r,)le of innkeepers and 
craft:s11,en, rnerchants and workers. both villeins and tenants. \Vho li-v·ed next to rich and mi11or peasants. and who often worked ad-
ditionally for tl1e landlord or the landowner, or looked for better life conditions. at least for their children in the nearby to\.vn or in 

farav;ay lands. 

An essential part ot· the Prussian program of reforming the state system. in additio11 to the regulation of propert)1 relations in the 
countryside. v.·as extension of jurisdiction and authority of to\.\l·ns and legal subjectivity ot· r11unicipal govern,nents. To\vnships be• 
can1e entities of the public la\v. Although not all the inhabitants were 1nade equal in their rights, and the tovvnship consisted solel)' 
of the community of citizens eligible to take part in public life and the purchase of estates: the tow·ns \.\•ere granted huge opportuni• 
ties for independent activities and developn1ent. Ultin1ately tt,e separated were also tl1e jl1diciary authorities of the adrninistration. 
\.vhich resulted in a clear system of judicature in the state. The proclarnation of liberty in choo~ing vvhich profession to pursue re-
sulted in the development of industry and full emancipation of bourgeoisie and J e \\"S. The central state adn1inistration was im· 
proved thrt)ugh the introductio11 of regency. "f'he arrn)' was reformed in 181 5 through introduction of cornpulsory n1i lit.ary serv ice 
and 11e\.V criteria a11d ofticers' con1mission. \Vhich \.Vere based on educatit)n. merits and seniorit:y. This reform, however, \Vas hardly 
a success, since, si1ni lar to bLLreaucracy--al s<) in the army the deciding factor were Ju11kers' forces and traditions. The circles of 
Junkers, particularl)1 fron1 Po1nerru1ia. \.vere in the n1ajority· against tl,e broader re·forn,s and democratization . In the first half of the 
'19th century' . a v,dde pat11 of change was opened, wl1ic11 was to lead toward capitalisn1 and de1n.ocracy. 

The Junkerdom nobilit)·. particular!)· by preserving significant privileges in tl1e bureaucracy and army. stro11gl)' identified them· 
.,elves \Vith the King and later \Vit.11 t}1e E::rr1peror. Its Kashubian con1ponent \.VUS t() be limited to a great exte11t, especial))' through 
Ger1nanizatil1n. Onl): a fe'vv familit!s. beside the descendants of the former minor knighthoc>d. had preser,:ed t11eir Kashubian. but 
1nt)St oft~n already German <1r Polish identit)''. T\.1any· Poles ,vere d~prived of their prl>perties as a result of co111petition \.Vith th~ Ger-
n1a11s. since 1hey cc>uld ncJt stand the c(1n,iit ions in,posed b) tt\c government. \.vhich \\'as far fron1 affinit)' for an)· Kashubian or Pol-
ish separateness. T'he- process of Gennanization of the nob1lit) \.tv·as accelerated tl1rough pri\ iieges in n1ilitary l)f ad111inistrati\. e C<t-

reers, or even in educati{)n curriculun1. 
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S,iyi~tobor II 

·r11is beir1~ tl1e sixtl1 in a series 
ab(>ltt tlie earl 1· J'rJJr1er~in ian princes. 

'l' ranslati<Jtl b\i Re11i1tft StacllC)\Vtcz •. 

.. raken f-r<)n1 
K.5iaz,1t Pomorza Gdans·kiego 

(l.,ist ()f tl1e P<)meran ian J>ri11ces of Gdansk) 
b11 l ,ech Badk()\.vski and Wa\vrzyniec Sattlp 
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' Nobt)dy actl1ally wrote about the existe11ce <J1' Swi~tc>btJr 11 .. 11or rnentioned his name \Vhich he i11herits fro111 his grandfather. 
Many researct1ers, ho\vever, relying 011 a fe,..v \.Vritten records, think J1e really existed. Tl1e strongest argu111ent is that of simple . , 
n1ath- tl)O r11any years elapse bet\-veen S'rvi~topetk l and the tir11e \Vhen Subistaw I appears. Secondly, S\vi~topelk I had tv\'C> sons, 
of which the older \.Vas surrendered as a hostage tc) B<)lesta\1/ Ill Krzy·wousty. ft is also kr1own that the sister of Zyra, prince (c>r 
ruler) of Mazo\.via and Kuja\vy 1narried a Gd.ansk P()meranian prince \\!hose nan1e is unknown. l-le brought into the marriage a 
sizeable an1ount of Cheln1inski land, 111ost likely including the castellan)' of Wyszogr6d \.vhich had been lost b)' Swi~topelk I t(> 

Bolesla\v IIl KrZV\.VOt1stv. • • 

Earlier historians believed that tl1e sister of Zyra 1tvas married to Subislaw f. Today, ho\vever. they· tl1ink instead it \.Vas his father, 
the rnissing link in the history of the Gdaf1sk Pomerania11 ~-,rinces. The marriage supposedly took place arot1nd 1140. Thus the 
sister of Zyra (Mir()Sla,..va?) wot1ld not be the \~ife. but rather the motl1er of Subista\.v I. 

It co1.1ld be speculated also that the first so·n ot· S\vi~topetk, Swi~tobor ll, who spent man)' years as a hostage in the Polish court 
was 1narried to her to 1nake the cor,nection witl1 the Polish cou11try stronger and assttre Po.lisl1 influence in f>omerania. Most likely 
he also assumed the relationship of vassalage under the sovereign of Krako\V. This is probal-,ly· the reason tt1at Wincenty Kadtu.bek 
Sambor, in his chrc>nicles, referred to the grandson of the ki11g, as ·n1argra·ve', meaning vice regent. However, in anotl1er entry he 
besto\.ved on ·Msci\V()j, the second grandson oftl1e king, the title of '(iux' or duke. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
l'russian Reft>rtn!i cunii,-1ue,i,/i·otn /J,,ge l 3 

Comn1only knowr1 is the strong Germaniz.ing impingement b)' the army and garr.iso11s lc.>cated in Kashubia and Pon1erania. l11 tl1e 
h.igl1ly n1ilitarized Prussian state, the arn1y and garrisons were also impo11a11t factors of' the ec(>fl<)mic develor)menr of tow11s and 
regic.)11s. Beside the capita I Gdansk, other Kashubian to\.vns that ,vere t() accept garriS()ns in the second half of the 19

th 
centt1ry 

\Vere Cl1()jr1ice and WejherO\.VO, as \Vell as the b)' then Genr,an dominated L~bork a11d Slupsk. 1~1,e con1pulsory ·military service. 
f<)r many Kashubs available also 111 privileged r()yal or i1r1perial unirs~ cre,1ted an <)ppc.)rtu11ity ()f visiting fL1reign and far distaT1t 
to\vns a.nd lands. l'he p~1rticipation in splendid n1aneuvcrs c,r even victoriot1s wars cat1se(i strengther1ing ()fa sense of deVl)ti()n tl) 
the court and state. ~rhe feeling of strangeness bccan1e lessened by v.·ays suc11 as schooling, \¥here l(>yal:t1· and love of tl1e King and 
state \Vere taught, as \veil as the c.io1ninant C1erman language. lt was the Kasl1ubian and l)c)lish Jangl1age, as ,veil as the Ci1thc)lic 
religion that rnarked tl1e teeling of separateness am(>11g the Kashubs in West Prussia. ,vhereas in the prl}Vince of Po111erania t.t1e 
()nly fact()r was the Kast1ubian language anc.i the 11ative Slavic tradition. Therefore, a great r()le was played by ct1uJct1es and Prus~ 
sia11 sch(lClls, \Vhich together \\-·ith the arn1y, e11c<>mpassed the general pu.blic, cl1ildren and 1·outh. evc11 if only· the male part. ·r·he 
souvenirs a11d skills brought fron1 service in tl1e ar,ny, knowledge of 1nilitary songs. and traditions being taught and fostered in 
scho<,ls served to p(}l,1rize and strengthen tlte C,'iertnan spirit arnong the Slavic people. 
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!1!/t.>rnzciiion aho11t 'l'lze K(1shuhs JJ<)n1er a11ia a1ui (;(/ii11sk ,b.v .lo-e_t'l3or::_vszko}vsk.i. /,S'l-J:\; !:i9-IJ7.9---~5-6 
c'llll be of1taine,ijro1n /;1st.vtut Kas:::ubski: Laru(/ c;/01i:n_v: ul. ,';1ra/t(Jnt1rslw l0-22: (~{J-8_,7 (;(Jansk: Pr>lan,l 

( 
0l!/(1rtur1(lte~v. it is nol too e,.1.~v to tran.~/er c ·s· ,lollurs [O l'ol.lncl. ll''e are e;r;1Jlori11g lVll_ys (() Jacililllle tra11,t/i:.•rs. 

JJ/cv.,e .see t!te hot((Jtrl q/'f>( t,',!,f? 11 _f<)f' ir1/i1r,nc1tir>n lir><>Ul [Jr. l1ol';_v.,.,::k<Jli1Ski 


