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Prussian Reforms and Their Influence upon the Socio-F:con<lmic Situation of titc Kashubs 
fr<.11n C.~hapter l l. ··Kc,.~!11_1,hia c1n(i P(>1r1e1·cL11ic1 irz the 19th 

c111ll 20'11 c:·enri;rie.~·" 
(~/ .. The Kal·l,ub.s, Po,ner,inia ,111d Gtlt1n.sk 

by' .Jozef' l~{)rzyszk()'\,\iSki and used \Vith his pe1111ission, trar1s1ated b)' rr•o111.asz \\/icl1erkie\.vicz 

·rhe 19th centt1ry t1ist(ll)' of the Kashut,s and as .,,vell as entire l~ur(Jpe, e11c(>tnpassed a period C)f tra11sition-frorn teudalism 
to capitalism. frc)n1 class society to civic society, fron1 rn()narchies to de111ocracies, eve11 if.----as precise!}' in the case o·f llrussia- a 
1nonarcl1y was preserv·e{i. It was a peri<)d of ethnic and nat iona.1 a\-vake11.ing o·f numcr()US S(Jcietics in Central-l~astern Europe and ac-
tivities a'i111ed at regaining independence or creating their C>\.vn state. 'rhe changes in peoples· cultltre and co11scit}usness \Vere condi-
tioned by social a11d economic changes. participation of the theretof()re "clppressed masses·· in civilizati<)n pr<)gress: and rnaki11g deci-
sions \vhen introduc ing representative institutions into self-gc>vernrnent anci entire states. 

Formation of a modern society \Vas deterrnined mainly by changes occurring in the tirst halt' of the 19111 centL1ry within the pr{)pe11y 
relations ir1 the cottn tryside and rnethods of farmi ng. The enfranchised peasants. sirnilar to the noblen1en-landowners. had becon1e a 
part of the huge organisn1 of the Prussian and later all-Gerrnan state. where the development of free market required n1ore and n1ore 
educatiqn and very eco11omical ad1ninistratior1. Every lanclo\vner of a larger farn1, like each craftsrnan, 111erchant. manutacn1rer. be-
carne an entrepreneur \.vho managed the \vork of the people he ernpl<)yed. bot}1 farnil)' men1bers and \-vorkers. Their prosperi ty to a 
large extent was depende11t upon the development of the entire r1ational economy, in which Pomerania. toge-rher \Vitl1 Great Poland 
( Wielkopolska) and ~1ecklenburg, provided a food base for Gerrnany's gro\.ving industrial regiL1r1s. 

In the life and n1entalit)' ()f the Kasht1bs of ttlat period, huge cha11ges took place. From being inhabitants of tl1eir villages. parishes. 
neighborho<)ds, \vho still not so lc>ng before \.Vere tied to tl1eir land and dwelling place, they ·v.·ere becoming more and 1nore often citi-
zens of t<J\vns and cot1ntries, citizens of quite an alien state. son1etimes alr11ost citizens of the world 1 \vl1en wandering as free pers<.111s 
in search of v.·ork and livelihood. and of better futures, far a\vay frorn their hon1eland. The starting point tor tl1ose huge changes \Vas ..,. . 

tl1e previously mentioned enfranchisement of peasants. 

Only thr{)Ugh enfranchisernent, the Kashubian-Pon1eranian peasant beca111e a rightful O\vner of the land he farn1ed, and his prc)perties 
were entered intl) real estate registers under l1is nan1e. continuecl 011 J)c1ge 12 

We received en1ail \.Vith this sad ne\•VS just as \Ve were g<)ing to press: 
Father Aloysius Rekowski, CSsR 22 Octo·be1~, 1921-17 J·11nc, 2006 

Desrnond Peplinski for\varde<i S:ylvester' s 111essage: ··1 took the liberty t)f t°()r\-vard-i11g ) '()Uf n1essage tc> rnany wl,o '\,V()uld kn<J\V ()r be 
interested in Father Al for his grot1ndbreaking researcl1 c,ver the past 65 years int<) our history· a11d his auth<.)ritative b(>Clk1 7"l1t! .s·{1,?,c1 
<?f'ti1e f.:aszi,hs which I believe is available thrL)ugh the Wilno l·1eri tage Society.·· 

Original r11essage from S)·lvester Peplinski (edited). ··t jLISt got a call frorr1 rv1aryAnn Rusk.e tci acJvise us that her brc.lther (and our 
first cousin) (Ed: Furl1er ,~1/ 's 1n(J//1er ,ras h<>rn 1\,fa1:r Pe1>/i.,.1ski) passed away this rnorning, 17 June, 2006 in 'roronto, while visiting 
with her and her husband, Deiter. F'ather Al l1ad been failing fast in the few previt,1Us ciays. ··r11ere will be a Merr1orial Mass after 
vis icati<.)n on Tuesday, 20 June. in Toronto. Father t\l' s re111ains \\'ill then be taken to Ba1Ty's I3a_y, Ontario, where there \.Viii be a 
Funeral Mass on Frida)'. 23 June at Saint J-ied\vig· s Churcl1, celebrated by Rev. Jol111 Burchat~ a cousin. f·{e wil l be iJ1terrecl in the 
cemetery near the church next to Msgr. J)iotr Biernacki, founder of the ·parish ancl a ls<) a C<)usin, both cousins are related, (Ell: 
t.ire /)es r11 <J11(/ c1nd .<;_vlvester) through tl1e Peplinski farnil}' origi11ally· fro1n L.ipusz,, Pola11d." ' 
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