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Kashubes in Chicago 
l1\: Ricl1rtrd F. ¼1u r111l)\\/Ski ., 

I ha\ ~ reaJ rPULh at11.,ut l.'rnigrarion fron1 the Kashub area of Eurc)pe t (> 011tario. Canada anJ l() C."entral Wi~ctl11sin. I refld with 
1n1erc~l the Jc:,1..r1pti0n _ uf the fnrttl!:> and t()\Vf\S \vhich the Kashubes hn"·e crcatetl i11 c:annda. ·r11e n1enti£.>n of Kashul,s sett li1)g in 
l ht a~l1. 111,n,')t l . ~\ 1s h..trJ co ti11d. ho\i,,cver. -
f lvping to get l1n1c 111cn1iun c) f th~ 1n a11y Kasl1ubes that emigrated t<) the cities in th1..> LiS,•\. I have taken 50 surnan,es frl> n1 the 
record~ of the ct1urch 111 · ierakl)'>\·ice ('>voj . KartUZ)') ,,.vhere my father \.vas clu·istened a11d checked to see if tl1e saIT1e narnes appenr 
in Chicag.1., . ,i. h~rc our t:.1r11il) settled. ·1-he name of r.l1e Sierakowice church is S\\'. !\11arcin. The purishic.1ners catnc frl)ITI th\! 
~urrounding c,)unrr: side of this vi i lag~ v-vhich was half \Vay· between Gdansk and Stupsl-.. - sort of tht' center ,,f Kashtrbia. 

·rhc parish populac1on in 1818 '"as 32 inhabitants. By 1867 There were 281 inhabitants and it grc'>~ to 682 inhabitants by I t)04 . I 
fee l that .·o is a good san1plc- of surnan1es frc)m the 1880s in ,vhich I have information . In checking the S{)urces ,.vith which J a1n 
familiar on ch~ in1crnet. I '"as able to detem1ine that out of the 50 suman1es [ hali chosen, 4() of them \\.ere 1n~ntio11ed in Chicago. -
in th~ earl\ X.\ th Ccntur.- . • • 

.A. l ittle more bachground on Kashubes in Chicagl) should ir1clude tl1e inforn1ation tl1at the tl1ird Polish p,trish establisl1ed on the 
north side of Chicago \,\ as Saint Josaphat. The organizers of this parish were Kashubes ,vho emigrated from ltnder Prussian 
domination. The> ,\anted a parish of their ovvn because of language. Saint Josaphat v.·as foun<ied in 1883 ,1/ith help from the 
pastor of Saint Stanis!:1,,.,,· Kostka. In 1889, the Rev. f'ranacis Lange becan1e pastor of Saint Josaphat. Father Lange ,vas Kashub, 
born in Oomato,, . Poland in 1857. He ,vas educated at Saint Francis Seminary· ir1 M il\.\-·auakee, Wl and at Saint Mary Se1ninary in 
Bait i n1ore. i'v1 D. 

Through his etr·orts and ,vith the help of his parishioners, a b~aut iful church \Vas dedicated c>n June 8. 1902. As described in the 
1Ve'tt,· 1i·<)1-/ll, at that tin1e. it \vas tl1e first Catholic Church edifice in the United States erected according to An1erican plans of 
architeclure. It is absolute I) ti reproof and constructed with steel bl!ams and cc)lun1ns. 

In l885 , The Sisters of The Holy· Farnily of 'azareth, an order fl)Unded in Poland i11 1875. established their fi rst Un ited States 
Mission in Saint Josaphat Parish. B:· 1896 they were teaching the 324 chi ldre11 enrolled in the parish school. 

The tirsr group of nan1es that follo"v is the group ot· which l found mention of those surna111es in the soltrces l was able to check on 
the internet. There actual!)• are 42 surnames in the first group because l believe that t\vo of the names are the same except for the 
double letter in both cases. This \.vas a Gen11an wa)' of spelling that \.vas C()rnmon. l'l1ey us~d double letters ir1 tl1e names KUPER 
and FORMELA. I have found both spellings in the United States also. 
Barano,, ski , Bigus, BrLeski. Bulcz.ak, Czaja, Oa\\-·ido~vski, Ockow·ski, Dulak, formcla, Formella, Gorski, Gosz, 
Klawiko,,1ski. Kleina, K<,nk<>I or K::ikol, Kropidlo,~'ski, Kuper, Kupper, Kuberna, Labuda, Lasa, Lilla, Lipski, Mroze,~ski, 
Pa~ elczyk, Piotro,tski, Plotka, Pobsipski. Puzdro~·ski, RamcZ)'k, Sela, Skierka, Treder, Walkus. Warn1owski, 
Wa,vrz-yniec, Went, Wenta, Wiczk()wski" \Voznjak, Wrobel, Zabro~1ski. 

In this next list are the nan1es I did not tind in m): search of the (~"l1ic,igu St)urces. 
Oaleki, (;itmeister. Gr ,,tka, Kling, Liege rt, l\1arszk, l\1eina, M iszk. Sohisz, W) erkowski. 

I did find a S<,biesze,,·ski in Chicago. GiJmeister is mentioned in all .-111/h<,l(Jg_\' (~r h (lsh11h f',1/ish 1:-un1i~F lv,1,r1e::,, in p,,lc111J, 
( 'ar1uda. i~'5,/t b\· Father Alovsius Rek.ovvski . as bein~ cor11111on in tht' Stevens l·'t>int area (>r WisconsirL ()ther na11ll!~ c)n that I ist 
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that also appear in Chicag() are: Bri;eski. \Vant<>Ch and Peplinski. 

[t n1ay n<>t be a very scienti fie survey. but I do b~I ieve it sho ... vs a good nt1mbcr <>f Kashubcs in1n1 i§:..rratecl lo the cit) of C'hict1gu. and 
I \.\-·ould expect the san1e for 111an)'· of the cities in the United States. In the ciries they \Vould have assir11ilated much faster than in 
the rural areas. 

Suurccs: I ,SL) tiln1s of th~ 1..:hurch rectH·ds <>f Sv, . t\-1arcin ( '.hurch in Sicrako,vicc. f'<>lnnd. :5J41 I 0. 5.34111 & I (> I 1<609 
I ntcnict< )graph~ : v..-,, '" psg.a.<Jrg 
(databases of death notic~s an<l 111arriage indices): ,vwvv.pgsa.c1rglkasl1ub.htn1 
wvvvv .stjosaphat. con,.1church .htn,: l1ttp: 'siernko,,·ice. \-\ cbpart. pl/H istori i L.egenda. ht ,n I 
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