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Richly in gold colors decorated 
pulpit with canopy: Please note. 
the: hand painted "Coat of Am1s" 
or ''Herb·· from five of the old 
noble families, being displaJred 
bcrc obovc the pulpit. 

C'lose- up on the "Coat of Anns" 
dcscnoed abo vc. 

Kasbu1lian Association of.North America Win-t·er-1999-2000 , •= 3 

THE INSIDE STORY 
by Peter von Lipinski 

In the spring issue or this newsletter, the fea-
tured story was:" Tbe Old Church In 
Borzyszkowy ". This story created a fair 
8.llwamt of inre("'t!~ ssad iu 9f tbis., was 
derided to bring yo11 " Part l " of the 
Borzyszkowy church story. 

For ob\'ious reasons. the titJe of' this stOI}' is " The 
Inside Stocy·" ( uf the uld chwclt in 8ofZ}'szko"'J' ). 
We huvc lo poinl out howevcr,lhal wllCll we first 
visited. Bor.eyszkowy in the fall of 1998,we had no 
idea that we ,vould be allowed inside the church. , to 
take a few pictures . Our camera equipment was not 
suitable to take pictures inside a fairly large but 
reJat:il'·eJy dark morn . So the quality of the pict1u-es 
we took is nol that great. Subsegucntly,il "'8s tried 
again to obtain permission to take pictures again 
with better equipment. The request was denied. So 
the pictures we present to you in this issue arc 
,11aybe not the best, but it is all that we have to 
offer. 
The church ,\.\1ltich '"as immediately rcbt1ild alter it 
was destroyed by fire in 1721, is not that small , 
but il offers a warm and secw-e feeling to it's 
parishioners. The walls are made of large square 
timbers, which create the in1pression that this 
church will stand up agaiJ1st the elements to eter-
nit}·. 'I'hc pulpit is ro the )cft of the fronc,and is 
dewrawd with different Saints. Above tl>e pulptt is , 
a C:l.."l~', \.1tbich ts richly decorated in gold colors. 
lbere are fLve plaques of different family " Coat Of 
Am1s " , ( Szlachta , Herb ) ult.ached to the canopy, 
representing fi\·e of the old noble families from 
aro1md &>r.eyszkowy. Some of these 1arniJics have 

I a history•·, dattng oack some- ,oo y·ears. As far as / 
as..qgni1\g the: fni(; "l:lerb-11 lo the diffaenl famillc:s. I 
'<Vt belie'1e that starti.q.g ftom the left. on the canopy, 
i:hese "Herb'~ beloni! lo tl1e followinu. families: ... ..... 
1) Franciscus Borzyszkowski , 2) Cun1inskiego, 
3) Wnuk Lipinski , 4) A vbraschtow I AubracJ1 , 
and 5 ) M. Kiedroµ:ski. 
Left of the pulpit is a.110ti1er colorful display of a 
few religious icons, and on the left and right sides 
along the walls,there are of course the l.2 stations 
of Lhe cross. There are also a nwnber of other beau-
tifuJ religious pictures throughout the church. What 
a shan1e that not more people couJd visit this jewel 
of a churc~ which has so much historv within it's 

• 
walls. 
A couple of letters had been ~ritten after our return 
home, to sec if somebody would produce a small 
series of 3 • 6 high quality postcards with pictures 
of tl1e church, both in and ot1l side . AU proceeds 
from the sale of these postcards ,vould go lo the 
churcl1 to help pay for mcnor repairs and general 
up-keep . Nothing ever came out of this idea.but 
maybe somebody will pick up on this. A gift set of 
such a set of postcards \Vould trul)'· be sometlung to 

have for anybod}-· "ith roots in this arta. Just th.ink 
ho,v man)' sets of these postcards couJd be sold in 
Canada and the U.S. nlone. 

I Ju.st before we: Left. Borzyszkowy ,. I spend a few min-
j utes in one of the church pews . l thought abouL my 

ancestors who had worshipped in this very same 
church a couple of hundred and more years ago. l sat 
there quietly Ylith m}'· thoughts , and I could teel a 
gentle bree-LC blowing through the chun:b . J got the 
feeling that the spirits of my ancestors were also in 
church. Maybe just to check out the stranB,C{ from a 
far away land. Of course it ,vas just a fc:cling I had, 
because after all these years, r fmally came home to 
the place of worship of my ancestors, and J guess my 
imagination as wclJ as the moment in time> got the 
best of me. Would I !,'O back for another visit '? Yes, 
tomorrow. 

P.S. l forgot to mcntion,that when I came out of the 
church. it ,,,as a nice " 'arm day. with no wind or e,•en 
the slightest breeze. 

To contact Mr. Lipinski, please e-mail him at 
lipioski@pop3.connect.1h.ca 

Comn1ent on Hoffman -s .••. 
hJ' Ks. Alovsius Reko'ff'Ski . ., 

(continued.from page I) 
All of Pomerania brui an are of mare than l 2,000 
square miles. ln l ~)39 the population was 
2,405,02 l, the great majority Prussian Gem1an 
nnd Protestant. 

To return to Ka.'ihu~s. Hoffinan writes: 
"The Kabub is not tall, he is OOfl)' nimble, of fair 
complexion with light colored hair.'' On my t:irst 
visit to Poland in 1965, it appeared to me that 
the Kasb.ubs were taller and fairer than the Poles 
of southern Poland. The n1cn, and even the 
women of my home parish were generally taJJ, 
many over six feet. Ha~ring no lrish church and a 
Polish on in Barry's Bay, Ontario, gave us the 
advantage of comparing. As a boy l remember 
thinking the people in lhe St Lawrence 
O'Toole's church were shorter in structure and 
darker of hair but. betler looking! 

A short comment from BJ»ncbe: Fnlh"'-r Relco\vski's 
1norher was a PepJin:;ki as was my molher, but we have 
not yet tied the families togcth4.,'f. J~alhc:r Reko\li·sJ..; 's 
family is mostly from tl1e parish of Lipusz and mine 
lrom the parish of Lesno directly south of Lipwz. ln 
contrast, my fumily is on lhe shorter !iide, but prevniling 
throughout both fiunilit.~ to this day ure the "stL.-el blue-
gray cyt::::i of Lhi., Pcpli.nskis." 


