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L/ND OF THE IASHUBS
By Ryszerd Cieminski

This lend is verieusly nemed -- "Keshubizn Lekelend", for this ic the regien
of hundreds of picturesquely located lrkes of gleciel origin; "Keehubien
Ssitzerlend", feor in 2 bresd belt stretch vealleys 2nd revines, thess

leus river rrcvines which wind their way by the tewns eof Radunie,
iiczyce, kebe, Srupis; "Land ef the Keshubs", fer it represents the culturel,
egienzl snd histericel distinctiveness in reletion te neighbering reglenc:
Keciewie, Zutow, Wermie, lirzurie from the eest, Siupkil lend te the west end
the lend of Cztuchowe on the seuth. The inhabitents of this reglen speek

¢f their hemelend pleinly es "Keszuby."
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The picturezque lekelend is inkabitcd by ihe Slevalkian etlmic greup ef
I'rshubte ¥he hirve preserved threugh meny centuries their cultural end
lenguege distinctiveness. These descendants ef the encient Pemerenisns
gespite ¢ leng period of Germenizestien -- during the times when the
Gdensk (Dznzig) Pomercnis wes teken over by the Prussiens (1772 - 1920)
-- preserved s werm attechment te Polend. In the XIX century there
c¢eveleped ¢ regiensl kershubisn ectivity which geave rise te & litereture
in the krshubiesn tengue, =a¢ en epprecistien of the netignegl heritege
ef the Keshubs. '

The decicive pre-Pelish pesitien ef the Keshubs sided Pelend in regeining
sccess 1o the see after Werld Wer I. During the Hitlerien eccupetien
pericd theusends ef Lrshub petriets were lost in Hitler's concentretien

cemps.

t ene time, more than 80 yeers ego, meny Kashubs -- net finding bresd on
the netive seil -- emigreied; these were the pieneers eof Pclish settilements
in Pmerice. They blezed the treil of penctratien ef the Pelish peeple to
ihe dopihs ef the Americen interier. They drew te the pert cities ef

Erie, Buffzle, #lpena end Telede, Detreit 2nd Chicegoe, end feund their

wey dewn te New Orleens. John Lemke -- a Kashub from the belew-Denzig
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etewe -- breught the beginning ef the settlement, founding in
the yser 1859 in Detreoit # Pelish celeny. Lrtsr, fronm seneretion te
gencretien the Xeshub lineege of Kurr, Derdowsiii (the fercmest of hie

linesge, ¢ Tesehub emigrent bern in Wicle, Jereme "Jrresz" Derdewski belengs
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ifay te the penthsen of Krshub literature), Lemki, Kurdzielow, Worzallew
1sid the foundatiens for the future cemmunity end peliticel structures
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in Americe. The children, nephews end grandchildren ef these emigrents
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would, undeubtedly, wish to become ccquainted with teday's Land of the
Kashubs.,

The Keshubisn lends spread from Ktub Smetdzin and Smotdzina, from the
encient Slevenian hills ef Rewekel, frem lands inhabited by e small remnant
of still-nplive Slawanians (decumented evidence of the indigsnous ege-old
Slewanian hemeland eof Western Pomersnia) in the west in the ferming and
fishing district ef a half-century age (circa 1920) .and at present (the
eerly 1970s) a 200,000 pepulatien tewn eof Gdynia en the east; frem the
lentarn of the sea in Rezew (pertrayed by the pen of Stefzn Zeremski in

his back "The Breezs frsm the Sea") ean the nerth, aver the Tuchal Forest

en the south,

Furthermest te the south is lecated Chajnice, the annomed capitol of
seuthsarn Xashubian land, 2 tewn with a present papulation of 20,000 persons,
e witness ef the sncientness of the land and her histericel glery. The

town has preserved its medieval chessbeard srrangement of streets, frazgments
of fertrsss wslls frem the XIV century aleng with the city-fort entrance
erch of Cztruchew, 2nd 2 rpumber of medievel churches. These monuments of
entiquity could relate about the battles shich the inhabitants of this l2nd
enzaged in with the Knights of tho Cross snd later with the Swedes. The
town is surreunded en all sides with majestic ferests, the Forests of Tachel
This ferest lend abounds frem the nerth to the only one in its cless nature
reservation 2nd public cultural area ahich is the cemplex of Hdzydzki
(7-did'ski) laskes aleng with the vilages bearing the names of Karsin, Wiele,
and Wdzydze Kiszewskle.

It wes in the Wdzydze Kiszew where 2 village scheel-teacher, &n suther of
his belevad regisn and an ethnegrapher, Izyder Gulgewski, whe in 19C6
purchased from a lecal farmer a laz-cabin in the shade, gathered to 1t
furniture, equipment, relics, etec., and thus eriginated =2 cellection which
from the yerr 1970 ezrned for jtself the renowned title of the Kashub
Ethnegrapnhic Park, (

The Kdécierska regien was known seme time age as the grenary ef the Keshubs.;
uof the 55,000 pepulation mere than half werked en the lend; teday, the !
nunkter ef farmers is much less. In the nearby tewn of Zubienie a medern |
percelain factory was founded. The trade-mark ef this factery seon w11l
rate as high as the trade-marks of percelain factories in Cmielowa and in
Chedziezy. The county, hevever, remains largely farmland 2s is evidenced

by 50C tracters on individually-oewnad farms, 28 well 2s en 12 netionalized
farms and sn foeur cooperative farms. The eolder generatien, remenbering the |
scheol situatien prier te Torld Wer I, can value the fact that teday there
are in eperation 87 grade schools, 9 middle schoeels, 13 pre-school centers,
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16 librariss, 23 theatres and 7 cinemas; television has 5,000 viewers.
Teday's teachers and authers tegether are no less devoled patriets of the
Xashub lands than once were Dr. Izydor Gulgowskl and his wife in their
ethnegraphic pursuits in Wdzydze, and Themas Regala from Kofcierzyn, 7he
togaether with Anthony Abrsham from Gdynia traveled in 1919 to Versesilles
in erder to wark toward the re-union of the Pemeranias a2nd Kashub lands

te Peland.

The c¢ajitel and heart eof the Kashubs, knewn as Kartuzy (altheugh Gdensk
fulfills the functien ef the efficial capitel of this land) has, in the
lest few yeers undergene an amazing metamerphesis, beceming a large
teurist center in the Land ef the Kashubs and gaining the title ef
edministrator ef the Gdansk (Danzig) veivedship in the everall Pelish
concourse. Renowned frem its uncemmen bezuty this regien lying amidst
forests, meistened by the waters of five lakes steeped in paeens ef seng
threugh the efferts of the tewn's Organizatien ef Kashublan Seng and
Dance. The tewn in which the Carthusisns, an order of monks from the
velley of Chartreuse in France, erected in the XIV - XV centuries a
monastery aleng with the individusl eramite huts. Teday, the tewn ef
Kartuz enjeys a presperity in its cemmercial enterprises.

Less than 10 kilometers frem Kartuz is lecated the village of Chmielnes.
In this ence-small village, 2 lecal man, Francis Necel, established meny
years age 2 cerzmic werkshep. Laborisusly he coevered the clay vessels
with a bright glistening yellew er blue glasze on which he painted images
of Tlewers strange te the lecal lakesides, similar te tulips. Vears
later he added ths design ef fish scales and also the design ef the
Kashubian garland. The designs were placed en vases, plates, pitchers,
jers, ete. After his death, his sen Lee carried en the heritage, znd
after his death and burial in the Chmielno cemetery, 2 grandsen, Francis
Ryszerd, carried on the famlljéradltion. In the mesntime, the village ef
Chmielns zdvenced teo a tourist eenter. On the lekes of Blazvm, K¥odem,
Rekeowem and the largest in Kashub Land - Radun - arose many camping sites.

In Chmielne begins the very:scenic lakeside rdlreesd threugh the Kashubian
Peaczierze and the antire Gdafisk Pomerenia, known as the Kashubien Re2d.

Opened te traffic in 1967, the read travels frem Chmielne threugh Chmielenke,

Zawery, Rebeszewe, Zlota Gora (Geld Hill, en which is meunted the menument
of the Pomerenisn Patriets Actien, the werk by sculpter Victer Telkin);
fur ther threugh Brednica Delna te Wiezyca (the hijhest peint in the lake
regien reaching a height of 329 meters). The Keshublan Read pins tegether
inte ene entity the central area of the Land ef the Keshubs. Every year
in Wiezyca are held the Kashubian Folklere Days, known as the Keshub
Autumnal Festival. In the program are markets, plays, parades, dance and
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song presentatiens frem verieus regiens of Kashubien peeples inéluding the
pertreyel of & Keszubien wedding, erts end crefts displeys, etc.

The center ef Keshubien embreidery is nemed iukowe. Twe native sisters,

Sefie end Hedwig Pteh, schieve in seven colers -- with blue in three shesdes --
nepkins, pillews, embreidered linens, well-known te pessengers ef Pelish
stesmships -- which in the summertime take part in fareway ecesn races.

The embreidery wes hended dewn by the Nerbertine Nuns whese convent is the
eldest erchitectursl relie in Xeshub Land.

In the Zukowe eree begins the kashub breech ef the Denube River -- gt »
site celled the Recuni Revine -- knewn fer its repid current =nd 14 hydre-
electric stetiens. This river flows eleng the lendrise at Wieze-Ostrze
end rushes in the directien ef Babiege Doxu where it flews inte 2 deep
defile whese sheer wezlls résch 60 meters in height. The effect is 2 truly
meunteineus cheracter eof this river, its repid currect end greet drep
(7m/¥m) .

In the neerby villsge ef Kekeszki which lies neer the Kartuzy-Gdaﬁsk Rer d,
there wes built in 1969 2 Ileuse Building Cembine which preduces resdy-mede
wells and meny elements required fer quick meunting ef residentiel zpasrt-
ment complexes. leny yeung people have feund empleynent et the Combine.
Frem the prefabriceted walls 2nd sppurtenences preduced in Keokeszki there
hes arisen 2 new heusing cemmunity in Oliwie.

We jherowe is the mest musicel tewn in ell ef Keshub Lend. The town tekes
its neme from the femily ef We jherew -- of the miner level Keshubisn
nebility, ef which Henryk Sienkiewicz, ene ef the foremest Pelish nevelists,
in his beok "On The Field Of Glery" hed se elequently steted: "hewever,
mest stetely presenting itself wes the Kashub regiment, in blue treusers
with yellew certridge belts, cemprised of tell, stalwsrth men, grewn end

so peired thet ene eppesred te¢ be the ether's brether. Heavy muskets

meved in their palms like reeds."” Musie in this 15,000 pepulatien tewn

hzs e plece eszrnedpy treditien. Net by ceincidence is the Keshubien -
Pemerenien Museun of Literature 2znd Music lecated in We jherewe, the enly
ene.of .its kind in the ceuntiry gethering eld tunes, presenting pepuler
seculer sengs, cellecting eld seng becks, eld musicel instruments --

rmeng them woenderful brseons, bess tubss #né ether wind instruments.

Here, seversl years age begen the festivels of ses-sengs despite the fact
thet the see 1s 2 good distence awey., Here, retive fer ever 50 yerres is e
mele cheir knewn es "Hermenie". Here, ectuslly functiens the musie center.
Here live John snd Sefis Trepczykew; he, 2 poet and suther ef meny
Eeshubien sengs, end his wife, 2 netedé singer of his sengs.




Husic, however, is enly oene ef the fertures of this city. Cemmerce dees
exist in some mersure; there is a shee fectery which hed been médcrnized

) in recent yerrs, ¢ frctery which preduces furniture for see-goins vessels,
mills fer menufecture ef clething, #nd 2 cement-meking fectery which
preduces ¢ high quelity ef pertlend cement. leny inhebitents of We jherewe
feund empleyment in the perts ef Gdynia snd Gdehsk.

Directien te the ses (the Beltic Ses) is threugh the nerthernmest ceunties
ef the Kashubisn Lend, meinly in the ceunty ef Puck. Other tewns nesr the
sep gre Jpstrngiej Géra, Kuznice sn’ Jurecie which ere neted fer their
besutiful fine-sené sheres wermed by the sun. Puck, whiceh wes censtructed
as # militery pest, foert end ersenel by King WZedysiew IV sbout 162C, wes
the only Pelish pert en the Baltic upen the restitutien ef Pelend s ¢
country in 1920, znd until the censtructien ef the pert ef Gdynir, the
windew te the werld of the Second Republic. One ef the nrtiensl pre jects
cells fer building 2 lerge seespert 2t Puck end encempsssing the Hel Penin-
sule. Hewever, becazuse of the high cest the preject has been pestpened;
but "whet is deferred will net run ewey" s srys #n eld sdege. Gdynis is
oever-crowded todey, znd whe knews in which directien the plens ef the
builders will ge.

, Presently, in e 142 kilemeter shere-line, this ceunty hes three fishing pers
Wisdysiewewe, Jesternie end llel, In the three tewns ef Puck, Wiedyskewewe
end Hel lives 41% ef the county's populetien. It is the mest urben county
"in Keshub Lend, and et the szme time the mest industrislized. The meinstey
of the econcmy is the fishing industry. The velue eof the fishing industry
preducts in 197C exeeeded 700 millien zletys, mestly threugh the lebers

of the fishing-beats "Szkuner" from Wlsdysigwewe, "Kegi" eut ef Fel, end
"Gryf" frem the cecperestive.

Netienel end ceeperative fishing undertekings heve in the net se distent
pest breught sbeut e decline in the traditienal Ksshub united fighing
expeditiens, which hesd existed frem time immemeriel., There were the
jeint expeditiens ef the Konkols frem Jesterni, ef the Budziszews frem
Fuznice, ef the Bizewski's, Wittbretew's snd Felknerow's from Kerwi.
They net enly pcrferméd an ecoenemie functien but they else constituted
in their seperatedness the ethnicity ef the Ksshubs in the peried ef the
Prussien rule for elmest 2 century from 1872 te 1950. They still exist
but in e much smeller manner #nd ere leceted mestly in the sres of the

Eel peninsule.

The Land of the Keshubs frem yerr teo year is beceming more pepuler becsuse
ef its brerd ssndy plezes. Pecple come frem prectieally ell perts of

Felend fer rest end curec te heelth reserts like Jestrzebiea G;ra, Cetniewvo,




Karwiz =2t the epen sea, 2lse Kuinica, Jesternia and Jurata ot the tip eof
the Hel peninsula.

In Chlapewe lives the se-called "Kashubian Sienkiewicz" a fishermen and
writer in ene persen, August Necel, bern in 1903. His father Jehn, ot

the end eof the XIX century foer ten yezrs traveled sbeut Americe. The

son, hewever, wrete in many of his nevels of the past and the present of
the Leand of the Kashubs, and ef the emigratien ef the Kashubs te the

New World. And se, in the persen of a fishermsn frem Kutnews, belaw the
tewn of Rozewski -~ the Lentern of the Sez --, found meny generstlens of
Keshubs its decumented word -- the sea fishermen and emigrants te Americe.




